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Sun Devil foothall coaches land gem in home-grown product

By Michael Graham
Sports writer

With the start of fall practice and the trials of Tontozona
behind, ASU football coaches are now beginning to find out if
their spring recruiting hours have panned out in the form of
some quick learner who will step right in and make them look
like geniuses.

Many of those recruiting hours were spent trying to lure
talent from Louisiana to Los Angeles to pack their bags and
bring their gridiron skills to Tempe.

However, one of those prospective first year phenoms was
lurking right in ASU’s own backyard in the form of a 6-foot-2,
208-pound linebacker named Jimmy Williams,

Williams, who was recruited by football heavyweights
Nebraska, UCLA and Washington, attended Tempe High
School and didn’t have any trouble deciding to continue his
much heralded football career in his own hometown.

‘“I've always wanted to play for ASU,” Williams said,
“‘ever since I was in junior high school and would come to the
games here. I wanted to play in Sun Devil Stadium.”

So with the combination of Williams’ boyhood desire to

play for ASU and a little recruiting on the part of Sun Devil
linebacker Coach Dan Underwood, Williams soon found
himself in a Sun Devil uniform,

But with the acquisition of his new uniform came the
chores of learning a brand new highly complicated defensive
system than he wasn't used to as a Tempe Buffalo.

“Everything is a lot more complex here,” Williams said,
I think the biggest adjustment ] need to make is getting
used to all the new pass coverages they throw at you.”

While Williams’ analysis of his- progress is.somewhat
critical, inside linebacker Coach Al Luginbill feels he is pro-
gressing well, . &

“Right now Jimmy is learning the defensive concepts we
teach,” Luginbill said, ‘‘although he is gifted with being very
eager tolearn and is very coachable,”

Aside from his good attitude, examples of Williams’ pure
physical attributes are in abundance.

As a junior at Tempe H.S., he was named All-State
honorable mention in football as well as winning the Arizona
stale 191-pound wrestling title. For an encore, during his
senior year he earned first team All—State and
All—American honors in football while capturing the state
heavyweight wrestling title.

Williams also utllized his exceptional speed to lead his

Tempe High team in rushing his senior year as a starting
fullback.

During the time he was being recruited by colleges,
Williams was offered some tempting situations by various
smaller programs who promised him a starting spot as a
freshmen, .

However, he remained determined to attend ASU — which
returns last year’s starting inside linebacking tandem of
Joey Lumpkin and John Sprein.

“I didn't mind knowing that I wouldn’t play very much in
my first year,” Willlams said. ““If I had gone to a amaller
school and played right away, I would have never known if
could have played at this level." .

While the competition for every spot on the team continues,
Williams remains optimistic, yet conservative about his
chances of seeing some playing time.

‘“The older guys are really helping me along,” Williams
said, “but it will be real tough to make a contribution right
away.”

While college football continues moving toward a bigger
business-like structure and the recruiters hit the road in
search of next year's stars, they might be wise to remember
that the home-town boy can make good too.

“I've always wanted to play for
ASU . ..l wanted to play in Sun

Devil Stadium,”
—Jimmy

Willlams




Tupper’s off

to rough start

Brly Doug McConnell
he Phocnix Gazette

CAMP TONTOZONA - The
first practice in full pads by the
Arizona State Sun Devils was fin-
ished here Sunday and Darin Tup-
per didn't give himself much of a
grade for his performance in it or
earlier practices,

“l feel like 1 was constantly
screwing up,” said the unanimous
choice as the 1981 Arizona high
school player of the year,

Al Luginbill, the defensive coordi-
nator and inside linebackers coach,
laughed at the former Trevor
Browne High star's concern.

“Those kids dominated high
school football, but here they'e one
of many,” said Luginbill. “It’s typi-
cal of the freshmen to go through
things like this, and they don’t
realize what. it's like until they get
here. The intensity level for 80 or 90
plays is the biggest thing they have
to get used to.”

Jimmy Williams, the starting
quickside linebacker offered consola-
tion. He remembers how he fell
when he arrived here as a freshman
one year ago.

“Darin is having a hard time

slaying down when he approaches
the guards,” said the former Tempe
High star, “I had the same problem.
[ was probably stronger and quicker
than the guards I was playing
against and could get away with it.
I'm certain he had the same thing,”

Working - with former ASU star
and National Football League per-
former Ron Pritchard during his
senior year of high school, Williams,
feels, gave him an edge over most
freshmen, “because the concepts
were the same as here,”

Jimmy Williams

Williams and Willie Green re-
placed Joey Lumpkin, now with the
Buffalo Bills, and John Sprein, at
the inside linebacker spots coming
out of spring football, with junior
college transfer Vyn Goodman the
awing man hehind Williams on the
quick side and Green on the strong
side.

Luginbill compares Williams to
Lumpkin, calling them “very simi-
lar,” and like Lumpkin, Williams is
charged with calling the defensive
signals.

It is in strength that Luginbill
says Williams, two-time Arizona
high school heavyweight wrestling
champion, differs from Lumpkin.

“Jimmy is much strunger and
much more physical than Joey,” saud
Lugibill

Willigms has dropped lour pounds
since arriving here Wednesday and,
at 211, is almost 15 pounds lighter
than Lumpkin.

“The coaches want me at about
217, says Williams, “and I figure 1
can gain that back easy, especially
when we get back down to the
Valley. We won't be having two-a-
days down there.”

Williams played regularly on spe-
cialty teams, and had a 10-tackle
game in a 26-7 victory over Colorado
State, but has vet 1o start a game.
Green owns one more Jetter than
Williams, but no more playing
experience,

‘The ability of his starters doesn't
worry Luginbill. Depth does.

“We felt we had three pretty good
players coming into camp, but we
have to find a fourth,” said the
defensive coordinnor, grinning be-
cause he is aware the search is all but
over.

Wayne Apuna hasn't played since
1979, and at 218 is 12 pounds Jighter
than when he was a freshman All-
America, but has erased the time gap
in short order.

“Wayne Jooks awfully good," said
Luginbill, who has wondered out
loud at the amount of publicity
given a yeung man who has nat
played the last two years. "He's
awfully plivaical, but he's awfully
strong.

"Hopelully from the three fresh-
men, we can lind a fifth and sixth."

The three freshmen inside backers
are Tupper. Tim (g a Blue Chip
magazine honerie Tempe Me-
Clintock, and Greg Buttle, the Los
Angeles City Player of the Year.

Apuna was one of 8 couple of

minor casualties in Sunday’s first
sanctioned “hitting," getting caught
under 292-pound Mike White and
suffering a slight ankle strain.

“It's not too bad,” said Wayne.
“I'll be back out there tomarrow.”

Sidelines — Another of
Sunday’s injured was freshman de-
fensive en(f Tulani Wright, who
came off the field with a bruisell big
toe . . . All-America defensive back
Mike Richardson, bothered by an
ingrown toenail for some time, had
half the large nail on his left foot
removed Saturday and will be a
spectator for the next few days . . .
Curt Arong, a tight end JC transfer,
caught a helmet on the knee Satur-
day and is also out another day or
two . . . The field was so wet from
an unusual amount ot rain that head
coach Darryl Rogers cut back to one
practice Sunday and ha- considered
moving the {eam back to the Vallev,
if conditions worsen. -




ASU linebacker plays big

Ex-Tempe High star

intense, now starter
By Bob Eger
Republic Staff

CAMP TONTOZONA -~ When
you ask Arizona State football coach
Darryl Rogers whether Jimmy Wil-
liams is big enough to play inside
linebacker for a major-college football
team, Rogers answers matter-of-
factly, “No.” )

Rogers hastens to add: “But he
doesn't know it.”

And that, Rogers says, is good
enough.

Williams, a 6-foot, 215-pound soph-
omore from Tempe High, will start at
inside linebacker for Arizona State
this season. He also will be the
defensive signal caller.

That’s not bad for a player who had
college coaches scratching their heads,
wondering whether to recruit him a
couple of years ago.

Defensive coordinator Al Luginbill,
who coaches the inside linebackers,
admits there was some doubt about
Williams, the only in-state recruit
signed by ASU in the spring of 1981,

“He played both ways in high
school, and he might have been better
on offense (at fullback) his senior
year,” Luginbill said. “Because he
played offense, he never really got a
chance to dominate a game defen-
sively.",

But the minute Williams put on
pads, Luginbill said, the coaches knew
he would be good.

Williams said he never was con-
cerned about his ability to play at
ASU.

“You see guys 6-foot in the pros,”
he said, “so what's major-college
foothall?

“Besides, a lot of schools were'
showing interest in me. I figured they
couldn’t all be wrong.”

Though he was recruited by na-
tional powers like Washington, UCLA
and Michigan, Williams said there
never was much doubt in his mind
about choosing ASU.

He grew up practically in the
shadow of Sun .Devil Stadium. His
high school coach, Jim Murphy, was a
center for former ASU coach Frank
Kush in 1963-64.

“1 knew all along where I wanted to
go,” Williams said. “I didn't consider
the other schools very seriously.”

Luginbill, who admits that Wil-
liams doesn't fit the classic inside
linebacker mold, said he “has a chance
to be right up there with the great
ones we've had at the position before
his career is over.”

It doesn't take long to determine
that Williams is one of the most
intense players in camp.

“Jimmy has excellent strength in
his lower body, and he has good
quickness,” Luginbill said, “but his
greatest asset probably is his intens-
ity.

“Sometimes he gets out of position
because he wants so badly to make the
play. But I'd much rather teach him
to correct that than try to teach
intensity.”

Williams said he always has been
intense.

“I always had a real bad temper,”
he said. “Once when I was about
seven, my mother told me I couldn't

—_—

do something. I ran out of the house
and punched my hand through a
window.

“In sports, my coaches started
telling me to use my intensity in a
positive way. I've gotten better at. it.”

Williams said he has a routine to
psych himself up for a game.

“I sit and think about my oppo-
nent,” he said. “I've seen him on film,
so I know what he's like. 1 try to
feature it like it will be in the game —
me flattening him time after time. It's
like a movie going through my head.”

With seniors Joey Lumpkin and
Darren Comeaux manning the inside
linebacker positions last season, ASU
was able to bring Williams along
slowly.

Playing a series here and there and
performing regularly on specialty
teams, Williams participated in 24
tackles, 15 of them unassisted. He
blocked a punt in ASU’s 26-7 victory
over Washington and made 10 tackles
against Colorado State. ]

“His biggest negative right now is
inexperience,” Luginbill said. “He'll
be a much better player five games
into the season than he is now.”

Williams, meanwhile, is showing
the ropes to freshman linebacker
Darin Tupper, from Trevor Browne
High School. Williams played a major
role in recruiting Tupper, who was
selected Arizona Player of the Year by
The Arizona Republic.

Williams said he had no reserva-
tions about helping to recruit a player
who plays the same position.

“I want the competition,” he said.
“I get lazy if I don't have it. If 1 have
somebody behind me, I push.”
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all the Cougar meat he could
last week, after spelling
starting outside linebacker
Mark Hicks who went down
with an atkle injury in the
second quarter.

““He went out there and
played like an All-
American,” Padilla said. 1
didn’t realize what he could
do that untii he did jt."

The 6-foot2, 205 pounds
sophomore from Vietorville,
Calif., did not express the
same type of surprise in his
ability.

“Playing  behind Mark
(Hicks) and Vernon {Max-
well) s tough,” Robinson
said, “Buat I've ulways been
ready togo."”

UMy performance)
wast't a fluke,” Robinson
said.

The broadeasting major
has been playing football
since he was 10 years old and
¢ach day of playing is a new
experience for him.

Supersoph

L 2 H} 2
4 #25

Stall photo by Andy Arenz
Sophomore linebacker Jimmy Wllliams has shown evil eyes
on defense. Willlams, a graduate of Tempe High School,
leads the Devils In tackles and anchors the middle of the
defense.

“It doesn't get rouline at
aly,” said, “I'm
learning something new
every lithe  go out there,”

He has alo dame his
homework on the California
Bears.

“They'll throw to the out-
side,” Kobinson said, *Amt
thal means we'll have to
come hard from the out.
side.”

Williams agrees, “There's
no doubt you hive to respect
a good passer (Cal's Gale
Gilbert), But at the sane
time, you have to approach
him with confidence

“Well have to keep the
ball in front of us and break
to it, hopefully, we'll gel a
good, hard pass rush and
maybe force him o hurry

some of his throws,”
Williams said,
*'Cal  worries me to
death,” Coach Darryl
Rogers said.

Don’t worry, coach, Jim-
my and Billy will be “‘ive.”

By Art Conner
Sports writer -

With all respect to singer
John Cougar, here’s a i'l dit-
ty about Jimmy and Rilly,

Two ASU kids growing up
in the hot sun.

Little Jimmy is a football
star.

And Billy 'bout to become
one.

Ohyeah.

“When I die,” says Jimmy
Dean Williams, “what 1
wanl inscribed on my tomb-
stone is this — ‘Once living,
Now he'snot.””

Look closely at the 6-foot,
215-pound  sophomore and
you might be able to ascer-
tain whether he: (A) has

misplaced marbles; (B)
possesses dry humor; or (C)
has what it takes to be suc-
cessful on the gridiron.

The starting inside
linebacker's smile is the key.

1s all of the above.

*'He's such a competitor,"
said Bob Padilla, the Devils'
defensive line coach. “When
he gets knocked .around he
gets right back up and goes
after them the next play.”

The Tempe High School
graduate “lives" each game
as tough and crazy and fun-
ny as possible without “'dy-
ing."”

“It depends,” Williams
said. "'Going up against a
good team and doing good,

omores add spunk to Sun Devil linebacking corps

well, that's living.

“But il you are getting
your butt kicked, that's dy-
ing."

“Lately,"" Williams said,
“I've been living."

The statistics “bear™ out
the claim.

In the three games that
ASU has played and won,
Williams leads the team with
49 tackles, 22 of which came
last week against the
Houston Cougars.

To Williams, that game is
history and it is the Califor-
nia Golden Bears that is
threatening to put a crimp in
his quality of “living."

““They’ll be a geod test for
us," Williams said. “'The

new coach (Joe Kapp)
brought a sense of winning to
the team.

*'IHe got them to believe in
themselves, and they are
really spirited,” Williams
added.

The defensive captain
plans o eat lots of Bear meat
on Saturday,

“We're hungry,” Williams
said, “for Bear meat — raw
or ‘Kapped.”™!

If Williams and the other
members of the starting
defensive team happen to
bite off more than they can
chew, there are others
wailingfor the “leftovers."

Billy Robinson gobbled up

continued pags 18
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Silent leader 4+ =~

ASU linebacker thrives

By Dave Neibergall
Staff writer

In his own quiet way, Jimmy
Williams is the leader of one of the
leading defenses in the country,

The Arizona State inside linebacker
isn't ' necessarily soft-spoken — hig
Voice 'is heard frequently on the prac-
tice field and during games,

But the sophomore, a former Tempe
High star, has an inconspicuous sort of
playing style. He’s not the straw that
stirs the drink. He's the ingredient that
makes the drink what it is,

All of this iz a roundabout way of say-
ing that Williams isn’t flashy and
doesn’t have the big-play reputation
that many of his defensive teammates
have. But he does his Job very con-
sistently — if quietly,

Consequently, he doesn’t get the at-
tention that big-play people like Vernon
Maxwell, Paul Moyer or Mike Richard-
&on have received this season,

*“That doesn’t bother me,” Williams
gaid. "I just play the game. Maybe I'll

make a big play and it won't happen

again for four or five games, But that's
better than making a couple big plays
every game and not doing anything
else.

“I'd rather be consistent.”

That, Williams has been. He has
graded out about the same every game
this season. He currently leads the
team with 95 tackles — 16 ahead of
Maxwell and Greg Battle, his clogest
pursuers.

Playing inside linebacker is one
reason Williams doesn’t make as many
spectacular plays as other members of
the defense.

"I have to be a little more controll-
ed,” he said. “I can’t see the ball as
well as the outside linebackers. They're
right up on it.”

But Williams always knows what's
going on with the defense. He is a
quarterback of sorts.

Williams gets the signal from ASU
defensive coordinator Al Luginbill on
the sideline and relays it to the players
in the huddle.

But, like the quarterback on of fense,

on quiet consistency

when the other team approaches the
line, if he doesn't like what he sees,
Williams must change the play.

“I've have to look for the backfield

set and see how the receivers are set,” |

he said. “'If there's an unbalanced line,
I have to call a shift.

‘At first it was tough. Sometimes at
the start of the season I didn’t pick
things up soon enough and we had to go
with the defense we were in.”

But now Williams has adjusted to the
task, and in a matter of the four or five

seconds available to do all of this, he is
able to make adjustments.

“‘Against a team like Stanford I had
to do it a lot,” he said. “‘Against some
other teams, I haven't had to do it much
at all. It depends on the type of team
and what defensive package we're us-
ing for the game."

That might sound complicated, and it
is. But it's just one of the things
Williams has had to learn since he took
over the starting spot last spring.

Another thing Williams has had to
learn is how to prepare for football

|

_—

games at the major college level. Last
week'’s big game against Southern Ca]
— & 17-10 win for the Devils — was one
of the toughest.

Williams described his own feeling
before the game as “intense, but confi-
dent.” He didn't change his game-day
routine any, however,

“I usually get up about 9:30, sit back
and watch whatever game is on televi-
sion,” he said.

Once the Sun Devils come off proba-
tion at the end of this season, lots of
other people will be watching Williams,
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Jimmy Williams bas lived a mile or so north of
Sun Devil Stadium since he was 10 years old, but
Saturday’s Fiesta Bowl will only be the second one
he's ever seen.

This time his view will be a little different. He'll

g be calling the defensive signals for Arizona State

i University, something he’s been doing all season, at

;{ne Sun Devils face Oklahoma in the Fiesta Bowl
1L

“The one I saw was the best one, too," said the
205-pound sophomore inside linebacker. “ASU beat
Nebraska in that one.”

ASU's 17-14 victory over the co-Big Eight
champions in the 1975 Fiesta Bowl has been tagged
the biggest victory in the school's history. It
completed a 12-0 scason and lifted the Sun Devils to
asecond-place finish in both wire-service polls.

Williams, then 13, has some vivid memories of
that game, but they weren’t of Fred Mortensen's 10-
yard pass to John Jefferson followed by another
pass to Larry Mucker for the two-point conversion
to tie the game at 14-14. Nor were they of Danny
Kush's third field goal of the game, from 29 yards
late in the fourth quarter for the winning margin.

“There was this farmer from Nebraska betting u
guy from Tempe $100 that Nebraska would win the
game, right in front of me,” Williams said. “The guy
from Tempe said, “The hell with that. Let’s make it
§500," s0 they bet $500 and you should have seen the
farmer from Nebraska when it was over.”

The 9-2 Sun Devils meeting the 8-3 Sooners may
not rival the ASU-Nebraska game as the biggest in
the school’s history, but as Dizzy Dean would have
said, “It's up there amongst 'em.”

ASU led the nation this year in defense and
Oklahoma was second in rushing.

“They have, like everybody says, real quick backs
and stuff,” Williams said. “I think the key for us is
up front, if our defensive line can beat their
offensive line, because that's where 1 think we're o
little quicker than they are.

Z £ “The main thing for us (linebackers) is not to let
Dan i, e o Gt 27,0 Ul b, a1 man vy of o, gl
. s & i ; 5 us, £ ey do, we're ve
Jimmy Williamse *“The main thing for us is not to let any of their backs, and | mean any of them, get behind us.” helluva time running thm down. Xs agmatter ol}
fact, if they get behind us and we're in a man-to-
man coverage, it's bye, bye.
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"I've watched films of all 11 of their games and
they've been stopped. The thing that’s hur the
lcams playing them is they have one breakdown and
it seems Oklahoma always has the right play called
at that time when the breakdown occurs,

"Keeping the seams closed up is going to he
important, I've watched (sensational freshman All-
America running back) Marcus Dupree and he
really accelerates when he sees a seam, but when he
doesn’t see a seam, he juat sort of bounces down the
line of scrimmage and that's what we need to do
until finelly we get everybody there and corral him
and don’t let him out.”

The Sun Devils expect the Sooners to come out in
; the I-formation they adopted after a 1.2 start this
1 geason, said Williams, “hut we hope to force them
' back into the wishbone, and it hasn’t been working
= i very effectively for them.”

As for ASU’s renowned blitz, “you can’t really
blitz an option team,” Williams pointed out.

B It was sgainst Houston, running the veer option,

~ that Williams had his best game of the season,

L making 22 tackles. He led ASU in tackles with 144

3 ; — 62 solo. His inside linebacking partuer, Greg
Battle, was second with 115,

Williams and Battle, the 6.1, 195-pound l‘reer-
roan, are not exactly the prototypes of the ingi e
linebacker.

“I think we're about the smallest in the Pac-10,"
Willigme said. “About the only time it's a handicap,
I though, ig if we don’t stay low on a base block,

“I watch a lot of other linebackers from other
schools who are maybe 6.3, 6-4, and they can stand
up and play a little bit more where I can'’t afford to
do that. If 1 get too high, there’s no way | can
|- compete with the linemen. No way. But if I stay

. down and catch him under hig pads, I can competa
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- “Au far as speed, Greg and 1 match anybody in
: the Pac-10.”
| Just about anywhere else, too,
B Asidelines — Freshman quarterback Joff
Van Raaphorst, who was being redshirted by ASU
- and would not play in the Fiesta Bow] anyway, was
| sent home Monday night to recover from infectioua
mononucleosis.
|
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Btalf phato by Andy Arenz
Junior linebacker Jimmy Williams is one of four returning
starters on the ASU defense. Willlams led the team In tackles
in 1982.

No defense? Ask these two Devils:

Williams helps anchor ASU ‘hit’ squad

By Ken Sain
Sports writer

Jimmy Dean . , .,

The name brings back memories for many Americans. The
Jimmy Dean of the 1950s attacked the ideas and attitudes of
an older generation.

Now, a new Jimmy Dean is emerging. This time he is on
the ASU campus, a man who will be attacking quarterbacks
and fullbacks — Jimmy Dean Williams.

When Jimmy Dean Williams was born in 1963, James Dean
the actor had been dead for several years. But ASU's
Williams seems to have the same charisma that made the ac-
tor such a star.

Williams, a 6-foot, 215-pound linebacker is the top returning
starter off of last year's top-rated defensive tear,

Last year's ASU defense was full of experience and talent.
Heading into that season, however, the inside linebacking
position was a question mark.

But by the end of the first game against Oregon, head
coach Darryl Rogers had found two young men who proved
they could compete in the Pac-10 playing that difficult posi-

signals, but led the best defensive football team in the coun-
try in tackles.

The ASU defense gave up an average of only 228.9 yards a
game last year, following the 1981 team that led the nation in
offense with an average of 498.7 yards per game.

Now as a junior, Williams will be called upon to lead an in-
experienced squad against a schedule that includes seven
teams with winning records in '82.

Williams is one of only four returning starters from last
year's defense.

“I don’t mind calling the signals,” Williams said. ““I feel
that I have to take charge on the field, but I don't thrive on
that type of thing,"”

ASU's defensive coordinator, Al Luginbill, feels quite comn-
fortable with Williams calling the signals.

"I think he's a natural leader, not by anything he says, but
by his playing ability on the field,” Luginbill said. “He's our
defensive quarterback,

Despite losing all-Americans Vernon Maxwell and Mike
Richardson and a first-round NFL draft choice in Jim Jef(-

tion — Williams and Greg Battle. capable.
Williams, as a sophomore, not only called the defensive

“It'will take time for the new guys 10 learn
their responsibilities,” he said. "I think by
the first game we will be ready. The only
problem might come when they get out
there and see the lights and al] those people.
But after a few plays they'll calm down. "

The Tempe High School graduate enjoyed
his best game last season against Houston,
Williams recorded a career-high 22 tackles.
In eight of the 12 games last year he led the
team in that category.

He has blocked a punt in each of his first
two years. Last year, his blocked punt
against California resulted in an ASU safe-
ty. He also intercepted an errant Utah pass
and returned it 36 yards,

“‘The Fiesta Bowl win would have to be
my proudest memory of last season,'
Williams said. *'(But) not going to the Rose
Bowl was very disappointing."

He finished the year with 158 tackles,
while his inside linebacker counterpart,
freshman Battle, finished second with 128,

Both, with an added year's experience,
are expected to repeat the feat again this
year.

“‘One position we feel really secure at is
the inside linebackers, " Luginbill said, **But

coat, Williams fecls that the 1983 defense will be quite

we have to have all 11 guys playing well in
order to be a good football team,™

Williams was just a mild surprise to
Luginbill. The liberal arts major was pretty
set on attending ASU, and the coaches were
happy to have him,

*‘We felt he had sotne great athletic talent
and was a fine foolball player,” Luginbil)
said. “Sometimes it's hard to tell how a
player will develop, but in his case, we ex-
pected him to perform well,”

Williams was a two-time state
heavyweight wrestling champion for
Tempe. He also earned a varsity letter in
track. He was named to the Adidas All-
American Team in football.

Playing at ASU is a dream realized for
Williams,

"'As a kid, the first college game I ever
went to was ASU. | was In the sixth or
seventh grade and these guys on the field
werestars tome. Alll ever saw was Arizona
State football. So I guess it was just natural
that I would grow up and play here."

Now, when the Devils take the field
against Utah State on Sept. 10, there could
be quite a few sixth graders looking down
from the stands who consider Williams a
star.
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ASU linebacker becomin

By Bob Moran
The Arizona Delly Star

TEMPE — The enthusiasm of youth car-
ried Jimmy Williams to a successful rookie
season as a starting inside linebacker at Ari.
zona State Jast year.

Now that he knows what he's doing, Wil
liams, a Junior, says he hopes to play even
better this year.

‘1 feel older, a lot wiser to the game,"
Williams sald yesterday, “Last year I was
so excited, I just kind of knew where the ball
would be, and all of sudden 1 was Involved.
Things won't be such a surprise this year."”

Williams, a graduate of Tempe High
School, was “invalved' in many a play for

Jimmy Williams

the Sun Devils, who led the nation in total
defense during a 10-2 Fiesta Bow] champion-
ship year. His 153 tackles led ASU. He had a
career-high 22 tackles against Houston.

He had 19 tackles against Washington, 18
against Arizona and 15 each against Kansas
State and Oregon. He also blocked a punt
against California and intercepted a pass
against Utah,

Not bad for a 6-foot, 213-pound linebacker
some thought was too small to compete in
the Pacific 10 Conference. '

Willlams and his sidekick, Greg Battle,

drew much attention In the preseason last

* year because they were the untested cogs in

what appeared to be a powerful defensive
machine.

| Williams not

a lightweight

Continued from Page 1E

rior) are in experience and welght. But
these guys (Gaddis, Wright) might be a little
quicker.”

Weight is one thing Williams has on his
mind. Toward the end of the season he was
weighing 203 pounds, he said. Teamed with
Battle, who weighed 197, and ASU probably
had the lightest inside-linebacking pair in
the country.

“I'm trying to maintain my weight,” he
said. “'I'm at about 213 right now, and so far
I've been able to maintain that. I don't know
why.""

Williams, a liberal arts major, said he
and his teammates are eager to play Utah
State.

*“We're tired of hitting our own players,"
he said, smiling. '*We want to hit someone in
a different color.”’

SUN DEVIL NOTES: Outside linebacker
Mike Copeland, who had been injured, re-
turned to practice this week and might be
able to claim a starting position from Brian
Noble or Billy Roblnson, coach Darryl
Rogers said. ... Perhaps the biggest sur-
prise of the preseason has been sophomore
safety Kevin Graven, who has moved ahead
of lettermen Nate King, a freshman starter
in 1981, and Dale Waltou. . . .

Junior college transfer JIm Meyer of
Phoenix College and Phoenix Alhambra
High has won the punting job from [reshman
Gordon Moss. . . . Meyer was given a trial,
albeit brief, as place-kicker Luls Zendejas’
holder, but Zendejas “fired”” him because
“’he was nervous," Zendejas sald.

Williams (as did Battle) refused to let his
height and welght deter him.

He wasn't intimidated by the huge offen.
sive linemen of USC, Washington and
UCLA.

“I'm the kind of guy who gets more
psyched playing those guys than Jittlb
guys," Williams said. “I'm nervous when [
play them (smaller players), because no-
body talks about them."

So, naturally, Willlams was more than a
little apprehensive on opening day last fall,
against unheralded Oregon in Eugene.

“I'kind of knew I was going to be starting
because we graduated seniors,” Willlams
said. “But it really didn't hit me until right

before the Oregon game. It was a funny,
nervous feeling.”

Willinms' status has changed from rookie
to veteran in one season. He is to be joined
by seven new starters Saturday night at 7:30
at Sun Devil Stadium, when ASU is to open
its season againgt Utah State.

Whereas last year he was asking advice,
this year he's giving it

"Once in a while some guys who're not
quite sure ask me questions,” he said. “If I
know the answer, I'll glve it If 1 don’t, T tell
them to go ask their coach, or someone who
plays their position.” :

Williams® job might be more difficult, He

H‘“‘%&_ﬁ“_ﬁ—“—w(
g leader after strong rookie year

won't have defensive ends Jim Jeffcoat and
Brian Caldwell, both of whom are playing
for the Dallas Cowbays, to keep opposing
linemen away from him. Sophomore letter-
man Fred Gaddis and redshirt freshman
Taleni Wright are to start at defensive
ends.

“Idon't think it'll make that much diffc
ence," Williams said. “We're still playl
the same defense. Maybe some teams mig
try to block us man-te-man, but I don't thi
they will. Besides, by the time they secu
their blocks and try to get to me, 1'd ha
made my move.

““The only changes (in the defensive in
See WILLIAMS, Pege
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By Doug MeCannel
s Phoenix Gazelle

TEMPE — Jimmy Williams
can’t get over the way it sounds.

‘The junior inside linebacker is
Arizona State’s most experienced
defensive football player,

“That's funny,” said the former
Pompe High star. “People come up
to me and say, ‘You're the veteran
on the defensiva team.'

“I don’t feel Iike a veteran. I still
have this year and next year and
there are a lot of things [ still can
learn.”

Williams end his t tes will:

=)

don't really feel like dong things,”
Williame said, “it kind o? rubs off
on a few other guys and they're
kind of blah, but if I come to
practice and I'm ready and getting
going, it seems they run ta ihe ball.
“If that happens, Goach Lugin-
bill lets me know about it, for sure.”
Besides Williams and his inside
backer partner Greg Battle, a

sophomore, the only peturning
starters  on defense are Mitch
Callahan, who became the starting
nose guard midway through last
season, and cornerback Matio

open. season &l Sun Devil:
Stadium Saturday at 7:30 pm.
against Utah State.

Defensive coordinator Al Lugin-
bill counts on Williams as “tfeﬁ-
nitely our leader on defense.”

Willinms called all the defensive
plays in the huddle and on the line
of wnmmage Lest year, his first as a
starier, and has the same duties
thia year, but Luginbill looks for
more leadership than that. '

Williama has noticed.

“If T come to practice flat and

gomery.

Williams is confident the ASU
defense “is going to surptise & lot of
people.”

“1 think some people expect to be .

able to do a lot of things with their
ame and be successful with it, but
? think they're going to be very
surprised when the game is over.”
Willisms led the nation's top
defensive team in tackles last year
(153) but he expected 1o, and it was
and is axpecmfe:f hire. Rattle was
secand (128).

“I{ Greg or [ don't lead a game in.

leadey; Wiliams finds

new role has an‘unusual sound

tackles, I think I'd have to sit down
and do some serious thinking about
the way 1 was J)laying.“ illiamy
said. “We should lead in tackles in
our defensive system. Most things
are funneled to us. The guys up
front keep” you clean 80 you can
make the tackles.”

Of much concern is the fact that
the guys up front no longer have
names like Jim Jeffcont, Bryan
Caldwell, Walt Bowyer, Mike
Langaton, Vernon Maxwell and
Mark Hicks - all gone to the pros.

“A lot of how well Jimmy plays,”
Luginbill said, “depends on tha
guys up front. We put the onus on

the defensive end to make sure our
‘linebackera are clean. That’s their

main job, If we're playing . good
defense, our linebackers will lead in

“tackles.

“Time will tell. Last year, Jimmy
had experienced people in front of
him. This year, we have inexperi-
enced ple who are Playinz
extremely well (in practice).”

Williams irew up so close ta
¢ampus that he used to cut through

Sae @ Williams, E-1)

® Williams

Sun Devil Stadium on the way to
school, dreaming: “Some day,
miaybe., . "

But being a hometown boy hasn't
made him feel he is under =
miceoscope. The fans may be even
more forgiving.

“Sometimes, somehody will come
up and say, ‘Goed game, and
maybe they don't know what I'm
supposed to be doing or what my
responsibilities are.

“ might be running away from a
pl;:]yan supposed {0 be doing that,
and they are aayin%. ‘Oh, look at
that man. He's going the wrong
way." On the other hand, if I run
after the play and make the play, o
them I'm great, but when I come
back here (coaches' affices), it was
wrong, no matter what. I'm not
supposed to be there and 1 could
have really messed up."”

Williams and Battle may be the
best pair of inside backers in the
Pac-10, but they are alao unques-
tionably the smaliest.

Williams says it doesn’t bother
him, but when he watches NFL

telecasts, he pays aflention to .

heights and weights.

“Whenever I see a 6-foot line-
backer,” Williams said, *] just smile
and say, ‘Hey, he's playing, snd if
he candait, I ean doit.”™

Williams is 8.0, and hes heen
managing to hold at 216 pounds,
dlthough he “hardly ever played al
over 205 last year.”

Battle, an inch taller, weighs 207,
which is ‘up 16 pounds over his
weight for his early slarts as a
freshman,
© Their lack of size is nol a
handicap, they and Luginbill insist,

From E-1

wheti they take on the offensive
guards. It could, paturslly, be
expected to be & problem when they
are giving away 40 or 50 pounds, or
80 to 90 as they will against Utah
State's All-Pacific Coast Athlelic
Association firsl teamer, 295-pound
Dave Kuresa.

“It's not a problem for them,”
Luginbill said, “because of their
tremendous strength, They were
taking on the hest guards in thia
conference o year ago and wilted
them. B

“Jimmy is one of the strongest
lower leg people on this foothall
team. He would rank in the top
three. Greg is just a natural knee
bender. He gets a pad under a pad.
That's how they do it."

“It can ba & problem,” Williams
said, “if you don'l play with the
proper technique. I can’t afford to
stand up a whole lot. I have to stay
low, atherwise they're going Lo blow
me away.”

Williams was an all-state high
school wrestling champion at 161

nds a8 a junior and as a
eavyweight in his senior year.

It is background that he finds
helpful on & football field — “ss far
a8 leverage and helping me to get
people off balance.”

1t should also be of use, in the
future, to freshman linebacker.
Mike Davies, a former world school-
boy wrestling champion who is a
candidate for a gold medal in the
1984 Olympics.

Almost identical in size, 5.11,
213, and with the same blond hair
and fair features, he is something of
a lnok-alike for Williams.

“Naw,” Williams decided. “Pm
better looking.”
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The coaches have
1 me I'm going to
a leader this
r, says Williams,
b~f001 215-pound

npe fﬂ‘_’h product.
I don’t mind it, but I
't go headstrong into
I don't think of it as
ure either, All I

do is play.”

Inldﬂlb that
well last year,
g the powerful
l ovil defense with

Last ye

perienced and hdped us
out. year it's the
other way around.”
Having played
together for a year,
Williams and Battle say
they work well together
as a team in the
m)por‘t'm( middle of t

are like the quarte
backs of the defense,”
Battle s

ed out of high
wbool by hometown power Southern Cal.
While growing up, he alwa mought he

But he was impressed E
with the ASU program
and machmy staff and
decided to stay in the
West.

While he holds no
grudges against USC,
because “I didn’t w.’mt
to go there a 1
one of Battle’'s finest

s from last
n was the Devil
win over the Tro-
in Sun Dev
Stadium.

Another was
18-tackle effort
Houston,
recei

Jimmy Williams

signals, reumded 22 stops ag
Houston 19 against Washington ma l'-}
against Arizona. He led the team eig
times.

“I feel good .dmut our dpxerwr this
year, even though we’re ine
Williams says. “Everybody’s sa ymg the
defense isn’t as good. But I'm not wor-
ried about pleasing
other people. If we do
well in the games, I'll be
satisfied.”

And so0 will almost
everyone else,

SUN DEVIL NOTES:
Fortunately for the
Devils, injuries have
been virtually nonexis-
tent so far. The excep
tion Tuesday was defen-
sive back Mario Mon-
tgomery, who suffered a
bruised thigh. It's not
expected to be serious,
though. Tight end Don
Kern missed the mor
mg workout after ha
lnga fever, but retur
in the afternoon.




Doug
McConnell

Heading north

innipeg is a lang way from Tempe
but Jimmy Williama was
well-scouted by the Canadian
Football League champion Blue
Bombery.

Williams, who started 27 consecutive games for
Arizona Stale, signed a two-year contract with an
option year with the Blue Bombers last month.

Cal Murphy, the Bombers coach, hos a brother,
Bill, living in the Valley and coordinated visits to
take in ASU spring driﬂs last year. Besides, Murphy
was on former Sun Devil Conch Darryl Rogers' staff
al Sun Jose State with defensive line coach Bob
Padilla,

Murphy eompared notes with Rogers, now coach
of the Delroit Lions, and Padilla, who left ASU a
year ngo to caach the Houslon Qilers’ defensive line,

“Jimmy would be an undersized linebacker in tha
NFL," Rogets snid of the 8-fool, 215.pound
Williains, “He fits the style of the Canadian
Foutball League better with its wider field,

“But Jimmy wouldn't have been overlooked in
the NFL draft. I wouldn't have overlooked him."

Williams, who led the Sun Duvils in tackles in the
ancs he slarted, fel his knee injury last season
wirl his stock in the draft, “ figure T can goup
there, get established in a oouple of years, and if |
want Lo come back to play in the NFL, that's what
Ul do,” Williams said.

“Here he has & chance to start,” Murpby said.
“He can run, and that's important to the Canadian
ame. Having heen a wrestler (two-time state
teavyweight champion at Tempe High Schonl)
helped make him a sure tackler, but particulatly
hellll)ful in our defense is the fact that he can blily
well.

“Our defense doesn'L calt for a lot of reading, like
some. We just get after the quarterback because the

Canadian game is so much more of a passing game
than a running game.”

|
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By BRAD HALVORSEN
Sports Writer
Only two months after ending their foot-
ball careers at ASU, six seniors are con-
sidering returning to Sun Devil Stadium for
@ career in professional football with the
USFL's Arizona Outlaws.

Prior to the start of the USFL open college
draft on Jan. 3 in New York City, the
Outlaws secured the rights of split end Doug
Allen, offensive tackle Tom Magazzeni,
punter Jim:Meyer, outside linebacker Brian
Noble, inside linebacker Jimmy Williams
and place-kicker Luis Zendejas in the ter-
ritorial draft. .

Nineteen other territorial picks were also
made, with 10 coming from U of A, four
from the University of Nevada-Las Vegas,
two each from New Mexico and New Mexico
State universities and one from NAU.

‘“There's no question about it, there’s
talent in this group (of former ASU
players),” Outlaw coach Frank Kush said.
“Just about every one of them certainly
could be of some help to us, I think the big
factor is going to be signing them."

Under USFL rules, the prospective player

Luis Zendejas

must work out a deal with the team and then
sign over his rights to the organization
before practicing with the squad in pre-
season drills.

None of the six have signed any papers
yet, although Kush said negotiations with
Zendejas may be successful.

“We're talking with Zendejas and we'd
certainly like to have him,” Kush said.
‘“There’s a good possibility he may sign in
the immediate future,”

Zendejas, the all-time leading NCAA
scorer, was not available for comment,

The USFL's Arizona branch has not had
much luck signing Arizona State territorial
picks in the past. In the league’s first draft
in 1983, only one player out of 12, offensive
guard Ron Sowers, came to terms with the
then-Wranglers. One of the '83 picks, tight
end Ron Wetzel, recently signed a contract
with the elhtwo years after being selected,

Outlaws tab 6 Sun Devils as territorial P

Allen, who set ASU records last year for
most touchdown receptions in a single
season (14) and most touchdown receptions
ina career (25).

“Otherwise, I'll just wait around until
April for the NFL draft. But right now T just
want to work on negotiating with the
USFL.”

Williams said he would seriously consider
signing if the Outlaws offer him a contract.

“If it's decent, Twouldn’t mind." Williams
said, “But if not, I'll just wait and see if the
NEL has anything to offer,

“At this point I'm nol going to say
anything. I've been lalking with them and
we're trying to work out something. But it
might be well into camp hefore 1 sign
anything.”

Williams said he has no preference
toward playing in the NFL or the USF'L. and
is willing Lo leave his homelown, Tempe, for

Meyer: ‘Even if you don't get drafted, you can get a
free-agent tryout. | think I'm a pretty good athlete and
I'think I'll be able to hold up as far as the NFL goes.’

In 1984, the Wranglers chose seven former
Sun Devils; but only one, quarterback San-
dy Osiecki, signed. Osiecki failed to make
the team, however, and is now with the Kan-
sas City Chiefs. Offensive tackle James
Keyton finally came to terms this year,
after holding out for the NFL draft and play-
ing briefly with the New England Patriots.

“I think signing them depends on the
status of the player and how he feels about
getting into pro ball,"” Kush said. A lot of
times they’ll be thinking about waiting for
the NFL. That's the prerogative a youngster
has."

The three players the State Press was
able to get in touch with — Allen, Meyer and
Willlams — all stated intentions of
negotiating with the Outlaws but did not rule
out the possibility of waiting for the NFL,.

“If things work out right, I'll sign," said

afatter contract,

"It would be nice to stay home, bul foot-
ball is a short-lived game,"" Williams said.
“When you come right down to it, you've got
Lo go with the money.”

Whereas Allen felt confident the Outlaws
would secure his rights, Williams had mixed
feelings, primarily due to sitting out the ma-
Jority of last season with a bad knee.

*No doubt about it, the leg made a dif-
ference,” Williams said. “At this point, [
Justhave to go to camp and test it, see how 1
move, It's fine now, but T could use more
work on building it up for strength and en-
durance.”

Meyer, a (wo-lime all-Pac 10 punter,
would rather play in the NFL, but will still
consider the Outlaws’ offer.

“The benefits are better in the NFL,"
Meyer said. “The USFL is pretty much a

Jimmy Williams

cut-and-dried system. You go out and do
your stuff and get paid, but there's really
nothing to back youup.”

Meyer's future with the Outlaws depends
on his confrontation with the Oklahomi
Outlaws 1984 punter, Case DeBruijn, who i~
looking to preserve his starting role.

“I can’t say what will happen,” Mever
said. “'I’ll just have to see how things are pn
ing with the other punter and decide then

"“They really wouldn't sign two punters. s
if things don’t work out I'll go somewhir-
else. But I wouldn’t mind playing here

Meyer believes there are only seven
eight quality punters in the NFL. and iy
teams will be looking to draft one. The Seat
tle Seahawks, Dallas Cowboys and New
York Jets already have been looking a1 hun

“Even if you don't get drafted, you canget
a free-agent tryout,” Meyer said. | think
I'm a pretty good athlete and I thivk I'll be
able to hold up as far as the NFI, goes.
Hopefully, T'll be another Ray Guy some
day.”
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In Memoriam

The 1999 Arizona State University Foothall
Media Guide is dedicated (o the memoty of
Jimmy Williams, a four-year letterman from
1981-84. Williams was a three-year starter
at linebacker for the Sun Devils. Williams
was honorable mention all-Pacific-10 Con-
ference in 1983 and stands No. 3 on the all-
time ASU career tackles list with 375.
Williams, 4 teacher and coach at Desert
Vista High School in Phoenix, passed away
last Spring. He is survived by his wife Linda
and two children.






